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» Lobby of TUC

1n support of

the Grunwick

‘strikers
4pm, Monday Sth September
Winter Gardens, Blackpool

THE COURT OF Inquiry into
the Grunwick dispute will prob-
ably be releasing its findings on
Friday 26th August. This will
mark the end of the ‘‘wait and
see’’ period forced on the
strikers by union officials
scared of rank and file action.
APEX officials are convinced
that the Inquiry will come out in

the strikers’ favour, calling for
their reinstatement (though

it will probably make some crit-
icism of APEX’s handling of the
dispute). But even if they are
right, Roy Grantham and the
other APEX leaders know full
well -that Grunwicks boss
George Ward has no intention
at all of reinstating those on
strike.

And that is where the strik-
ers’ problems begin. They will
need to re-mobilise the massive

support they have received over

recent months if they are to win
reinstatement. The imposition
of blacking on services to the
company will be the major
problem, and more difficult to
achieve than the re-launching
of mass pickets.

The strike committee realise
this. They are meeting the
APEX NEC next Tuesday, 30th,
and demanding that APEX sub-
mit an emergency motion to the
TUC Congress at the beginning
of September calling for black-
ing all services (electricity,
water, telephone, as well as
mail).

The Cricklewood postmen

who have blacked Grunwicks
mail are bitter about the way
the UPW leaders forced them
to call it off. They will need
much wider support from other
postal workers to back up their
willingness to impose blacking
once again, and stop them
being isolated and axed by their
‘leadership’.

That is our responsibility —
to see to it that the workers in
the front ranks of the struggle

to win the Grunwicks dispute

get such massive support, from
all sections of the labour move-
ment, that they are not isolat-
ed. With a united fight, the

Grinwick bosses could be

brought to their knees in short

time s |
Other services present a

greater problem. While local
Trades Council leader Jack
Dromey (a member of the CP)
and the strike committee have
been talking for months about
the need to cut off all services,
very little has been done in
terms of contacting the workers
whotould do this. A resolution
to TUC Congress, even if pass-
ed, is only a first step to any
action.

" If the Grunwick strikers are
to win, then the labour move-
ment must realise that whilst
TUC resolutions are useful and
necessary, they are no substit-
ute for mobilisation of the rank
and file strong enough to resist
stabs in the back by trade union

leaders.

The airport strike

They’ve waited fiv
years for this claim

THE LABOUR Government
has decided to fight the first

battle over its new wage

guidelines against the air
traffic controls assistants.

The leaders of the TUC,
and the assistants’ unior_l,
CPSA, do not relish this
showdown with the Govern-
ment. Rut the rank and file

members of Croa WhO are

involved in the dispute voted
S07 to 98 to strike over the
bank holiday weekend. Such
is the feeling that the CPSA
is worried about preventing
any action before the start
on midnight Thursday.

The air traffic control ass-
istants’ claim was put in in
1972!* After a job evalu-

ation' exercise carried out

over three years ago, a
settlement  was finally
agreed, to run fromi 1st
January 1975. But Phase 1
and Phase 2 controls have
prevented the money being
paid out.

The sums involved are

between £500 and £1,000 for

back pay, and up to 17.6%
increase in basic money for

these grades.
It is clear that the Govern-

ment intend to fight against

a claim whose justice was
recognised back in 1975,
even at the cost of almost
complete shutdown of air
traffic over the British Isles.

Despite the TUC support
for the CPSA claim, Murray
does not want a fight now,
especially before TUC Con-
gress meets. Nor does the
CPSA leadership fancy tak-
ing on the Government.

~As the CPSA general secr-
etary said in a circular to
CPSA branches: ‘‘It appears
we are the first trade union
to come into conflict with the
Government over the inter-
pretation of its policy. This
is not of our choosing’’.
And the deputy general secr-
etary, Alastair Graham,

was nearly begging the Gov-
ernment on Sunday to allow
the CPSA to rephrase its
claim within Social Contract
terms.

For the moment, though,
the CPSA members will not
be held back.

The Labour Government is
not concerned with the de-
tails of this claim, whether
it is an anomaly or not.
For the Government any-
thing above 10% or below 12
months is out — especially
in the public sector.

It is the Government’s
obstinacy that is to blame for
workers losing their holiday
flights over the weekend.
solidarity is needed to make
sure that obstinacy is brok-
en, and the ‘‘10%/12
months’’ rule with it.

STEPHEN CORBISHLEY
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| THE SCENIC hills and oriental

atmosphere, combined with all
the sophistications of a Western

- metropolis, make the British

Colony of Hong Kong a tourists’
dreamiand.

The Manhattan-llke skyline
of its banking district and its
dynamic Stock Exchange —

third largest in the world after

New York and London —
indicate its importance as the
financial centre of the Far East.
Its free port status, with minim-
al Government interference and
15% maximum taxation, make

it the naturai haven for numer-

ous speculators and multi-
na’tlonal firms.

CHAOS

Reallt for the local populat-

- lon_of 4% milllon — 98% of
_ them Chinese —is less glamor-

ous. The workers have long hard

" hours, few holidays, and min-
imal protection from the chaotic

booms and slumps. .

-The government does not
keep unemployment records,
nor provide any social security.
It boasts that the average wage

levels are the second highest in

age’ hides enormous different-
lals, and the cost of living here

is nearly as high as in britain,

while rents are astronomical be- |

cause of the scarcity of land.

| The relatively high wages '
compared to the rest of the Or-

ient reflect a trend which is
now becoming critical for the
economy. Unlike the rest of the

- Far East, Hong Kong is totaily
urbanised and produces no

"primary” commodities for ex-
port. Iingtead it has led the field
in low-cost manufactured goods,
mainly in textiles, electronics,
and plastic goods.

Now it is steadily being push- V

ed "up market” by South Korea
and Taiwan where wages are
lower and exploitation is even
fiercer. Relying on a more ex-
perienced workforce and more
intensive investment, local ent-

erprises have tried to move into
high-quality products, espec-

ially textiles, for the EEC
and USA markets The USA and

- the EEC have retaliated by im-

posing import controls.

This week’s signing of a
textile agreement with the USA
provoked the headline, *‘US Axe
Fallg, on our Textile Exports’’

Asia after Japan: but the ‘aver-

in the local English daily, the

TRANSPORT HOUSE

OF TOLERANGE

THE °‘REPORT of the Special

-Committee to examine documents

on entrism’, circulated to Constit-
uency Labour Parties in July, will
figure on the agenda of many Gen-
eral Management Committees
during September.

The Report is very far from hard-
hitting. It is drafted so as to be
vague enough to keep the issue of
‘red infiltration” alive while not
launching an immediate and pre-
mature witch-hunt. For the . present
the National Executive Committee

‘has decided that the ‘Militant’ tend-

ency — the main target of the re-
port — is more of a help to them as
a tame ‘Marxist wing’ than an am-
barrassment.

“In the last decade’’, the NEC

has claimed, in a statement quoted
in the Report, ‘‘the Labour Party
has reached new heights of toler-
ance and understanding of differ-
erces even within its own ranks.
~re —reat of discipline and expuls-
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- Labour Party,

National Executive Committee

urges tolerance and believes that

Trotskyist views cannot be beaten
by disciplinary action” — but sovers
itself by also declaring that “‘in no
way would it condone anyone in the
Party creating organisations which
were designed to undermine the
Party’'s constitution and objectives
of creating a democratic Socialist
society’’. The report implies —
without arguing clearly — that it
considers that Trotskyist tendencies
are such organisations.

In addition, CLPs are ‘‘reminded
that branches of the LPYS are
responsible to the General Comm-
ittee’”.

Right-wing organisations in the

cratic Alliance and the Campaign
for a Labour Victory, are not covered
in the report. Nor are their connect-
jons with wealthy -anti-socialist

backers, of the sort that enabled -
~Julian Lewis in Newham North-

- East to spend hundreds of pounds

on his pro-Prentice campaign (see
Tribune, 22nd July).

GMCs_ should endorse the Re-

port’s call for tolerance. But they
should also make precise ‘what
toierance’ should mean, in resol-

«oons calling for the right of all

sacaes cuarrents of thought to exist
e ypanse o the Labour Party,
wNINE IS 3 Fescriptions .

tike the Social Demo-.

South China Morning Post.
The growth rate is to be cut from

- 6.25% to a mere 1.5% annually,
with further restrictions on

"sensitive items”, that is, the

“high quallity products. .
The present terms with the

EEC are even more severe,
and will undoubtedly be furth-
er tightened up in negotiations
in September.. -

This downturn in the colony’s
no.1 export industry is bound to
affect the whole economy,
which is barely recovering from
the world slump in trade.

- Beirg squeezed between low-

wage economies like Taiwan
and the home industries of the
big Western- powers, the local
bourgeoisie is caught in a di-
lemma. Its "up-market” strat-
egy is hampered by the colony’s

- reputation of "sweated labour”.

This explains the colonial gov-

-ernment’s recent attempt to
push through some social wel-

fare and labour protection leg-
islation.

GRAFT

"Theﬁlevel of this is indicated

by one rule that all employees
must have one week’s holiday a
year. Even that has provoked an

uproar from factory owners who

complain that they can’t afford
it — and the Far Eastern
Economic Review has pointed
out a major loophole.

‘There are no clauses forbidd-
ing factory owners from hiring
workers on holiday from another

- factory! Given the economic
‘reality, most workers have no

choice but to do precisely that
vwhen they are "on holiday”.
The colony’s other distinct-

~ion, apart from its extremely

high rates of suicide, heroin
addiction, and prostitution,
is corruption. An anti-corrupt-
ion commission had to be set
up four years ago to appease

public opinion when Peter

Godber, Hong Kong police
chief superlntendent,' fled to
Britain with millions in his
bank accounts.

Similarly a Securities Comm-
ission had to be set up after the
rapid boom and crash of the
stock market in 1973, rumoured
to be engineered by ‘insider
trading’. Last month the Gov-
ernment finally decided that
legisiation against “insider
trading” is "impractical”.

HEROIN

Last year a commission report
on sales of shares of one major
local firm, Wheelock Marden,
was suppressed. Subsequently,
the Far Eastern Economic Re-
view disclosed that ‘‘two of
the three most senior directors
had between them sold over 20
million shares shortly before
the group published an inter-
im statement forecasting a
dramatic and unexpected slump
in profit’’.

While the anti-corruption

commission has purged some
more obvious excesses, it dare
not dig too deep, especially into

S e

the past, for fear of exposing

very senior officials, including

ex-Governors of the colony.
- Licenses for taxis, mini-

"buses, hawkers, bars, dance-

halis ‘and even driving have
traditionally been a lucrative
source of graft for the police,
while senior offices find it even
more profitable to run directly
smuggling syndicates, espec-

jally in heroin where there are
very . high  profit margins.

This week there has been out-
rage in the local press because
one in six restaurants are oper-
ating lllegally, without a lic-
ence. One restaurant has been
fined 25 times in 17 years!
The owner ciaims that he will
have to close business for a
year before his application can
be processed, especially if he

is unwilling to bribe his way

through the red tape.

The working class has al-
ways preferred to avoid dealing
with ~Government agencies,

and to rely on overtime or a

second job rather than bureau-
cratic weifare schemes which
are little more than window-

dressing for the outside world.
But the traditional extended..

family is breaking up under the
impact of industrial life and
Government housing policy,
where huge estates consisting
of small units — typically 20 feet
X 20 feet — are the norm.
The increasing demand for

" ndrsery facilities, as more and

more mothers take on factory
work with no grandparents look-
ing after the children, is not
belng met.

CHINA

About 20% of the estimated
working population is union-
ised. Of the two trade union
federations, one, the larger, is
pro-Peking, while the other is
pro-Taiwan. Both federations
are tightly controlled to serve
their respective political mast-
ers, and are generally unre-
sponsive to the needs of their
members.

The future of the working
class here, and the struggle ag-
ainst the coloniali regime, is
intimately linked to China itself.

The colony’s only major per-
100 of working class struggle
was in the mid-1920s, when it
was part of the wave of general
strikes along the China coast
from Shanghai to Canton.
When the powerful but inex-
perienced Chinese working
class was defeaied in 1927 be-
cause of the disastrous policy
which Stalin imposed on the
Chinese Tsommunist Party,
the colonia! government was
able to reassert its tight con-
trol over the Hong Kong work-
ing class.

Today Peking relies on Hong
Kong for much of its revenue,

owning numerous banks, de-

partment stores, and factories
here, as well as supplying the

.colony with over 20% of its

imports, from food to pe-
troleum.
LI TU-TSE

again

PHILIP AGEE was deported from

France last week. A Spokesman for-

the French Government said he might
prove to be the cause of embarrass-
ment with a friendly power. In other

words, the CIA asked the French

Government to throwhln out. -
More unceremonious than his- treat-
ment in Britaim, where the Labour gov-
ernment’s compliance with the CIA
vendetta was dtsgmsal with talk of

“‘national security’ and semn-mdxcul
hearings. More uncesemonious and
brutal than Britain’s tleatment but |

also md?e honest

***

IN 1918 the depos:t wbich apwkar-

mentary candidate must forfeit if be
gets less than one-eighth of the vote

wassetat£150 M:tbasuot'

been changed since. Now the press is

talking of raising it to discourage the
g elections. -
In today’s money, the 1918 £150 is

Natsonal Front from

worth £1,100, and such a cost might
dtscoarage ﬁwolom' candidacies. But
legal pemalties for losmg an electon

discourage not the ﬁwdoas but the

poor — frivolous and serious alike.
The Labour Goversment should scrap
the deposit system, notstrengthen it.

* K %

LAST SUNDAY the News of the World

gave much of its front page to an
account by Mr P Marner of his in-

_filtration of the Labour Party.

Marriner, who recently resigned as
Labour agent in , -has now

admitted that he is a long -tune fascist,
a supporter of the Nazi Brmsh Move-

ment, once headed by Colin Jordan.
He worked in the Labour. Party, he
said, to be close to foomer MP Brian
Walden, because he thought Walden
might be a source of information which
could be of use to Marmriner’s white
kith and kin in Southern Africa.
Walden commented that he, Wald-

| en, did not have access to any special \

mnform aton of this sort.

ltsonndsliethehndofstory._

idiots of the NF and the BM.

The News of the World did not tell

its readers how far it went towards
paying the £2000 Maminer was said

to be asking on Fleet Street for his |

"story”.
* K X

Nom-dmbmesmrbq
can siself be free, wrate Karl Morx.
Nor coam @& race swhich oppresses
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ST.PPING
THE NAZlS

|oF ForcE
|musT A"so
BE WON

”PUNK PARTIES” was one of the many insults used in
the past week to try to lump together the Nazi Front and

_-those who fought to stop it marching and meeting.

Cartoons, speeches, and leading articles in supposedly
serious newspapers all chorused the same message: after

- the battles of Lewisham and Ladywood, the militant left
“has “sunk to the level” of the fascnsts because it used

violence against them instead of relymg on votes or

arguments.

The violence of the left against fascism IS however
based on a recognition that the major argument of the

fascists is force. They aim to recruit and to grow largely by

appearing strong: they offer frustrated and inadequate

‘individuals the illusion of master-race superiority by

giving them the chance to bully and kick around those of
another race, which then appears "inferior”. -

At a later stage they aim to gain the support of |mport- -

ant sections of the ruling class as contenders for power
because they offer physical forces against the working

¥ class movement. Meanwhile, their ability to recruit and
‘keep those forces depends on bemg able to make a show of

strength.

Words and votes didn’t stop Hitler or Mussolini. They'

won’t stop Tyndall and Webster. But if they are prevented
from marchm and holding rallies, their main strategic
line of advanCe will be blocked. If they are beaten and

- demoralised-and made to look pitiful (somethmg, inciden-
tally, that a state ban cannot achieve) then their argument
of strength is lost.

N\

Op osing political forces do not become equal by vartue

B of fighting on the streets. That is.an absurd notion. Nor is.

the violence of the left “the same’ as that of the fascists —
for them, violence is their daily fare, employed in dark

“back streets or bleak housing estates by lynch-gangs

against defenceless Asian families.
- Allviolence is not equal. Nor does it get equal condemn-
ation-in the press — or we’d hear a lot more about what

- goes on in the back of police vans, and the citizen who

“has a go” to stop a thief by phy5|cal force would not be
applauded as a hero.

- If astreet fight in Lewisham can put an end to bookshop
burning and ’Paki-bashing’, should not the left be

~applauded for achlevmg a reduction in violence of the

worst sort?

Za

To read the comments of the past week one would think

that the ruling class were pacifists, and that violence —
indeed, an occasional street fight — is the worst thing

can contemplate happening. One would think they never
went to war, that bombs and armies were anathema to
them, and that cbneentration camps would be fine just as
long as they could be set up in a peaceful, legal, orderly

manner.

The labour movement and the black community, both of

~ which might end up in such camps, cannot afford to take

that view. | -
If we don’t stop the growth of the National Front now,

~there will come a time when no left wing or trade ‘union
meeting, no picket line, will be safe from attack, where

paper sellers will have to be ready to defend themselves
and where black people everywhere will live in constant

fear, as do many already.
If the Nazi Front is allowed to become a major political

" party, that will bring a big shift to the right in the politics
of the other major. parties and in British politicai and

cultural life. And if it is allowed to come to power there
can be no doubt that it would model its regime on Hitler’s

Third Reich.
All this may be beyond the power of the Times or the

'Guardlan to imagine. For the labour movement and the

black community, these are possibilities- it must come-to

terms with and fight to the death to prevent.
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THE death of Elvis Presley

LABOUR comfortably held its
seat in the Ladywood, Birming-<

ham, by-election, with 53% of
the vote [8,227]. Only 43% of
the electors voted. The swing to

the Torles was 9%, less than in
the other recent by-elections,
but enough, if it were repeated
nationally, to give the Tories a

‘majority of around 100 In tho

Commons.

The Liberal candidate, who
came third in the last general
election, was pushed into fourth
place by the candidate of the
fascist National Front. With a
drop of 8.4% in the Liberal
share of the vote, he lost his
deposit.

- Of the two .revolutionary
candidates, the SWP’'s Kim

Gordon got only 1% of the vote

(153), despite the fact that the

SWP had a great amount of

national publicity in connection
with anti-fascist activity in the

. week before the election. The

"Socialist Unity” (mainly IMQ)

~ candidate, Raghib Ahsan, did

much better with 3.4% (534).
The difference may reflect the
fact that Socialist Unity’s was
the better-organised campaign,
with some roots locally (Raghib
Ahsan is a shop
Rover, Solihull).
00

(30

The National Front got 5. 7%
of the total vote (888), a smaller
percentage than in other recent

- by-elections.

However, between four and

9%

steward at -

&

. lans aré respons!b!e for the

soclal - decay. and dislocation

- which capltallsm has  created
" in Britain today. Such people
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five voters .out of every 10 in

the constituency are of Asian or
‘West Indian

descent. AS
targets for the NF’'s racist
abuse, they will certainly not
have provided the NF with
votes. The NF vote must have
come entirely. from the white
half of the electorate.

The NF share of the white el- ‘

ectorate must have been much
higher than 5.7%, perhaps
double that figure. Or more
than double: immigrants are
reckoned to use their votes dil-
igently, and the ‘white’ vote
from which the 888 came may
have been less than half the
total votes cast

In fact tho NF rm.st have got
roughly 11-12% of the votes of
those whites who voted in Lady-
wood. ‘

Even taking mto account that
Ladywood is the sort of area
where the NF can hope to do
best, the vote for the Nazi cand-
idate is a reminder yet again

that there is a serious possib-

tlity that the NF will emerge as

~ the third capitalist pa'rty at the

next general election, in which
the NF plans to contest 318
seats.

The NF appeals to confused
and backward people, to the
disgruntied . no-hope-and-no-

fight-back section of the white

population, to people who are
willing to believe the fascist

" claptrap that the blacks and As-

looks like being a bigger com-
mercial success even than the
death of James Dean.

In a way it was the logical

- next stepin his career. After the
rebelliousness, the inventive- .
ness and all the explosive vigour
had been relentlessly squeezed %%

out of his musnc eaving the
King of Rock'n’ Roll to do bad
cover versions of Tom Jones and
Chuck Berry songs, the Elvis
legend badly needed a boost.

It was getting it all last week,

-with fans flocking to the Elvis

mansion, buying up his records
as fast as the shops could lay
hands on them, and even threat-
ening suicide.

Elvis’s first recordmgs and

arguably his best, were made
after he joined the Sun- record
company in 1954, Records like
That’s all right Mama, You're
right, I’mleft, she’s gone and

- Trying to get you had the

combination of style and del-
ivery that were the Presiey
hallmark: an amalgam -of white
country music with Dbilack
rhythm & bilues and gospel.
This was also the time when
Elvis’ sexuality was notorious
— its open energy a liberating

force, but for the unfatlmgly

sexist lyrics. (Such as | gotta

womanwho —
Never runs in the streets,
Leaving me alone,
She knows a woman’s place
Is right back there in the home)

But Elvis was only able to

make a nationwide, and inter-

national, breakthrough when he

teamed up with 'Colonel’ Tom

Parker, the song-writing team of

Leiber and Stoller, and the

system,

‘always count more in an elect-

~fon, when all that has to be done
‘is mark a piece of paper, than in

a real struggle, as in Lewisham

o August 13th.

- Nevertheless, votes of the
size of the Ladywood NF vote
can help transform the NF into
a national political force more
weighty than fascism has ever.
been in Britain.

The labour movement must -

not let itself be lulled by the
press into dismissing the threat
posed by the National Front.
- Only areorganised and regener-

ated labour movement, posing a
working-class soclallst answer
to capitalist decay, can cut the
ground from under the feet of
racist demagogues. Here and
now we are strong' enough to

“harry, harass, and stifle the

Nazi Front whenever it attempts

.to meet, to speak, to sell its

filthy Iiterature or to march.

Police clash with the biack
- community in Ladywood 3
days before the by-election.

massive record company RCA
Victor, in 1956.

Paradoxtcall the records
that appalled t e older generat-
ion, offended conventional

~ morallty and boosted the 'rock

revolution’ — records such as
Heartbreak Hotel, Hound Dog
and Jailhouse Roc — could

‘only happen aft Elvis’

personal rebellion had been
subordinated to his chequebook.

The ’'rock revolution’ forged
ahead, as other singers cashed
in on the marketability of black
songs sung by white artists
(exemplified by Pat Boone’s
slicked- -up version of Fats
Domino’s Aln’t that a shame.)
Singers such as Gene Vincent

and Eddie Cochran continued to

express the raw rebellion of
white youth estranged from the
society their parents had given

‘them (as in Summertime Blues),

But the controllability or

'purchaseability’ of this revol-
ution is expressed — I'm goin’
to rip it up — where? — at the
ball tonight!

For.Eivis, the milestone in the
taming rocess came when he
was drafted into the US Army in
1958. The rebel ex-truck driver

became the clean-cut all-

- Amaerican kid, less sexy but just

as sexist —
[l want a good luck charm
Hanging on my arm.
To have, to hold, Atonlght] |
The Ilast phase of Elvis

" Presley’s career, the phase of
- villas and cad:llacs of the estab-

lished idol, of overweight and
drugs, was separated by a tide -
of saccharine . mediocrity from
the time when a generation of
youth identified with The King.
if this tale demonstrates any-

" thing, it Is the flexibility and

resourcefulness of this capitalist
" which - can . take a
phenomenon that seemed to be
a rallying -point for a -lot of
threatening anger and cure this

disease  with the universal

antidote of cash. ,_
| J'BOBSUGDEN_
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" THE LEWISHAM 21 case is
only one of a long series of
police

- London arrested in a police

| PhOt(): Min' <

FOR FLEET STREET, the problem to be solve in the aftermath of
Lewisham and Ladywood is how to stop violence and disorder. To
their mind, the ‘extremists’ of Right and Left have suddenly invaded
the streets to turn them into battlegrounds. |

. For black youth, and for socialist militants, it is a different story.

There has been violence on the streets for a long time: the violence of
the police, and the violence of the fascists. What is new about Lew-

isham is that the fight-back against that violence has really got under

e

For the fasciéts, violence against blacks and leftists is the core of

their activity. Their strong-arm exploits are not accidental excesses,

they are their pride and joy. The essence of fascism is that it mobilis-

es frightened members of the middle class and backward workers

into an army of thugs which can strike more directly and brutally ag-

ainst their chosen scapegoats — Blacks, Jews, and Reds — than the

lumbering apparatus of a parliamentary state. ‘And for them ‘Reds’
includes the whole organised labour movement.

The police, the official representatives of the state, are also, in
their own way, permanently on the offensive against the more
oppressed, or the more militant, sections of the working class. The

police arrests of pickets and defence of scabs at Grunwicks are the

best-known recent example of this.
A series of cases have proved that corruption runs broad and deep

" victimisations  of
young blacks. These are
some of the other cases in
recent years.

KENSAL RISE 10.
10 black youths in North

round-up; four charged with
‘suspicion of loitering with
intent’, six with ‘conspiracy’.

TENNYSON 6. July 1977. |
The police go on the ramp-
age in Nottingham after they
are called in about a window
broken during a cricket
game. The arrests are mostly
for ‘assaulting the police’.

NOTTING HILL CARNIVAL,
August 1976. |
Over 100 arrests made dur-
ing clashes provoked by the
massive. police presence at
the Carnival. |

HARLESDEN 6. June 1976.

Arrests at a police raid on
the Burning Spear Club,
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" FIGHTING BACKIN A RACIST SOCIETY

through the police force. Racism is no less rife. The blue uniform and
the truncheon attract men and women willing, and sometimes eager,
to use the force and power of ‘the Law’ against people they consider
below them in the social scale. The discipline and the hierarchy of
‘the police force reinforce its brutal authoritarianism. o

The state which employs and organises the police is a racist state.
A web of immigration controls define black immigrants as ‘a prob-
lem’, and give rise to dozens of deportation cases __ most of which.
get much less publicity than when the victim is white-skinned and - -

.

well-connected, like Philip Agee. -

The exploitation of the working class, and the super-exploitation |

of the black working class, give rise to the social conditions which
generate racism and violence. . | |

The racism and violence of capitalist society, e'xpressed through

the police or through the fascists, cannot be soothed away little by

little. Least of all can it be disposed of by trying to shut up the ‘ex-
tremists’ so that ‘moderates’ can be left to live quietly together!
It has to be fought — by direct action on the streets against the '

fas;‘cists, by labour movement support for black self-defence, by cam-
paigning for the release of the dozens of young blacks victimised by

the police, and by propaganda and organisation in the labour move-

ment and in the factories.
IF YOU WANT PEACE BETWEEN BLACK AND W

PARE FOR WAR AGAINST CAPITALISM.

school sports meeting go in-
to a newsagent to buy sweets
and refreshments. The shop-
keeper
saying
black bastards’’. The police
arrive and make arrests.

CHAPELTOWN 12.
ember 1975.

locks them out,
“I’'m not serving you

Nov-

ISLINGTON 18. January 1977 North West London. " The police try to stop bon-
Arrests in North London, | | fire night celebrations in
apparently in retaliation for _ | Chapeltown, Leeds. Fighting
the Notting Hill Cami_val the RAILTON 4. June 1976. breaks out and arrests are
previous August. The Old Arrests after onlookers inter- made.

Bailey jury finally refused to vene against racist police DALLOW ROAD 7. July 1975

harassment of a 61-year old
West Indian in Brixton.

—— — -y WOOD GREEN 18. May1976
Y d Some young blaeks from a
BE TR crowd coming away from a

convict on the most serious
‘conspiracy’ charges.

..........

harassment.

MONDAY, MAY 30th: More
than 60 people were arrested
between 5.30am and 6am, most-
“ly black youths aged 16-21.
- Chris Foster was frogmarched
into the road in his undercloth-
"~ es; Cathy Cullis, a young white
girl, was stripped to her under-
wear in a police cell, while
police joked about the ‘diseasg’
she had caught living with black
secse. |
WEDNESDAY. JUNE 1st: 21
of the 60 & =5 Dlacks. app-
eared at Car oeree. Tagistrat-

T e
B S
.....

 exploded on the streets on August 1
‘Lewisham 21’ arrests, but by =a whole experience of racist

Youths intervened to assist
one of their number, a 15:
year old girl, after the police
had arrested and brutalised
- her.
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- THE ANGER of lbcal black youth against the Lewisham police, which
3th, was not just built up by the

As far back as 1972, Lewisham council passed a motion of no con-
fidence in the police and called for a full public inquiry to examine the.

 ‘hreakdown of relations between po
" sult, many local police chiefs were moved out.

es' court, charged with “con-

spiracy with persons unknown --

to rob persons unknown in the
Greater tondon area between
Apfil 1st and May 21st”’. Chris

Foster’s father, David, a bus

inspector and ex-policeman,

~ was told by a policeman that the
" dawn swoop was called Operat-

......

ion 39/PNH, or ‘Police Nigger
Hunt’.
SATURDAY, JUNE 4th: Three
people arrested at a protest
meeting against the arrest of
the 21.

Insults, violence, wrongful
arrests and false charges

STOCKWELL 10. October
1974. ~ -
All arrested at Stockwell -
tube station, South London,
while returning home from
the Caxton Hall Disco.

CRICKLEWOOD 12. ~
October 1974.

Police invasion of the Carib
Club, North West London.
Fighting lasted for over an -
hour. Police lined the stairs
and beat the youngsters as

they left the club.

SWAN DISCO 7. September
1974. |

Police invasion of the Swan
Disco in South London re-
sults in a running battle be-
tween the youths and police.

= OLD SCORES.NEW SCARS

But in May this year, a draft report for the local Community Rél_-- ~

ations Council read:

HITE, PRE-

boy, is beaten and: arrested

by police during his lunch-

break. A number of wit-
nesses are present. - >
BROCKWELLPARK 3.
June 1973. |

Three young blacks picked
on at random by police in

a running battle at the Brock-

well Park fair, South London. "

OVAL 4. March 1972.

- Four brothers- arrested by
London. Transport - police
‘whilst leaving the Oval tube -

station, London. o
METRO 4. May 1971.

Fighting broke out between
police and young blacks

when police tried to invade
the Metro Club in Notting
Hill, London. | .
MANGROVE 9. August 1970
25 arrested after a demonstr-

ation protesting at the police
harassment of the Mangrove

restaurant. -

‘“‘Over the last six months there has been a gmwlng concern by

members of ethnic minority groups over increasing allegations of

police irregularities, racial insults, physical violence, wrongful
arrests and false charges all over London’. | | -

" That was how the scene was set for the series of events -ivh_l'ch led -
up to the demonstration and counter-demonstration of August 13th.

THURSDAY, JUNE 8th: Second

- court appearance. One lawyer
tried to get an injunction ag-

ainst the Socialist . Workers
Party to stop them ‘harassing’
the parents of the young people
involved. The magistrate repi-
ied that he had sympathy with
the application, but no power to
grant it.

SATURDAY, JUNE 18th: An-
other defence meeting is broken
up by the National Front.

SATURDAY. JULY 2nd: The

National Front mount a concert-

 ed attack on a local demonstrat-

ion in defence of the 21; one de-
monstrator is hit by a bag of
caustic soda. No press outcry of

~ publicity, no talk of ‘a new horr-

or weapon’....

SATURDAY, JULY 23rd: An-
other demonstration in defence .

of the 21, without incident.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 13th: NF
try to cash in on the ‘mugging’ .
scare created by the police

SWOOp.

- CLIFF McDANIEL. April

1974, RS
In Hornsey, North London,
Cliff McDaniel, a school-

W
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LAST WEEK, petrol was pour-
ed through the letter box of
‘Centreprise’, a left wing book-
shop in _Hackney, and set on
fire, devastating the interior
of the shop. New Beacon book-

~ shop, Unity books, and Bogle

I’Ouverture in Ealing have also
been attacked this year, and a
socialist bookshop in Bradford

- was wrecked in July.

Police ‘suspect right-wing
activists’. At Bogle |'Ouverture
a leaflet was left with the sign-
ature of the National Party.

Many other premises assoc-

iated with the left or the black -

community have been attacked
by the fascists. In Edinburgh, in
May and June this year, four
Asian shops were firebombed,
an Asian shopkeeper was beat-
and told to go back to
Pakistan, and a Sikh temple
had its windows broken and was
daubed with racist slogans.
Tottenham Law Centre was
ransacked on May 7th. The de-
fence of anti-fascists arrested
on April 23rd in Wood Green
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~stopping

~way that ...

had been organised from there.
Hackney and Haringey Comm-

unity Relations Commissions
had also been attacked.

The fascists are at their most
vicious and dangerous, howev-
er, when they attack people
rather than property.

On many occasions, they have
attacked left-wing or labour

- movement meetings. The worst

brutality was early last year
when they broke up a National
Council for Civil Liberties meet-
ing in Manchester, severely

injuring two socialists and per-

manently damaging the sight of
one of them.

That case is only one of
many. On 30th July this year,
fascists broke up a Young
Communist League day school
in Leeds, and a 13-year old girl
had her leg broken. The same
day, in the same city, they att-~
acked a ‘Right to Work’ street
meeting, and one socialist was
taken to hospital with a suspect-
ed fractured skull.

On 22nd July, fascists went
on the rampage round the pubs
in Bradford. Twelve blacks and
socialists were hospitalised.
Eight people were arrested —
only one of them from the
fascists!

Fascists have also set out to
attack individual socialist activ-
ists. Mike Power, a member of
the Communist Party in Lewi-
sham, had bricks thrown

through the windows of his

house on Saturday 13th August
and again on Monday 15th
August.

In Leeds, a member of the

Socialist Workers Party was
‘beaten unconscious on 1st July

and left with a swastika daubed
on his shirt. Eight days later,

- the fascist British Naticnal Party
attacked " sellers of

‘Socialist
Worker’,
one comrade for which he had
to be admitted to hospitai. __

In October last year, two.
Workers' Action supporters in

East London had a fire-bomb

thrown into their house during F

the night. | -

~Not only the revolutionary
left have been victims of the
fascists’ attacks. Labour Party

offices in Tower Hamlets and

Stepney have been vandalised
by fascists, and Tower Hamlets
Labour agent Bob Searie lost
three teeth when he was ass-
aulted by fascists in April this
year. In Leeds, thugs of the Nat-

‘ional Front and the British Nat-

ional Party attacked election
workers of the Labour Party and
the Communist Party after the
count in the county council el-
ections this year. Two were
hospitalised. :

I

R

The prime targets of the fasc-
ists, though, are black people
and workers in struggle. In
April this year, NF thugs in
Birmingham joined manage-
ment-organised scab forces in
an attack on pickets at- the
‘Night Out’ club. And during
the summer of 1976 four Asians
were killed on the streets of

Left reformists on Lewisham:

THAT the National Front was
stop from marching through
Lewisham has not just called
forth hysteria in the offices of
the national dailies. It has also
sont the editors of TRIBUNE,
LABOUR WEEKLY and the
MORNING STAR running for
cover, trying to steer a course
between condemnation of the
police, condemnation of those
who fought to stop the Front
physically, and pleas to the gov-
ernment and police to do some-
thing.

‘All three papers call for the
fascists to be banned. Labour
Weekly carries an editorial
uhder the heading "Ban Front
raliies to stop the violence”. It
states - ‘‘Now’ after Harringey,
Lewisham and Birmingham,
there is ample evidence that
public displays by the National

Front are bound to lead to civic

disorder and should not be
allowed.”’

Labour Weekly here uses the
argument that the NF should be
banned because it is a threat to
"law and order”, not because of
its politics. Implicit is an
assumption that law and order is
something good in itself — so
good that its preservation is a
matter ’'above politics’, to be
defended equally from left and
right. | |

Tribune is far.more realistic
on this point, but for the wrong
reasons. It argues that ‘‘the
danger inherent in banning
demonstrations is that it can be
and often is the signal for all
demonstrations to be banned.
That is something that people
on the left shoul keeﬁ upper-
most in their minds when they
argue that they can tell which
body should or should not be
banned.’’ «

True — but only because it
means that the bourgeois state
is entrusted with the business of
the fascists. Yet
Tribune does exactly that.

The only difference is that in-
stead of a ban they call for a
government campaign against
"incipient fascism” and for Rees
to ‘‘lecture their (the police’s)
leaders on the duty they have to
reduce the level of provocation,’

For the Morning Star, aban is .

the final aim of their campaign-
ing against the fascists. CP chief

Gordon McLennan, writing
before the Lewisham demons-
tration under the headline

"Unite to ban the Front”, says
““It must therefore be the im-

mediate strategy ~ of anti-
fascists, recognising deliberate

fascist provocation, to react in a
isolates the racists

and fascists and makes more

ossible the securing of a comp-

ete and effective ban on all

racist activity and propaganda.’”’

On the Monday following the
demonstration tkey could only

thinking

. by fascists: £
" harassment of the Front s

~ solution

of milk,

ishful
therefore respond in two ways.

The first was to whine about
how nasty the police had been

and how they should have done -

something against the Front.
‘““‘I1ts (the NF’s) marches must be
stopped by the police... Not
once did any policeman or

- officer seek to have  racist
posters removed. Not a police-
man budged when Front

marchers chanted racist abuse

or Front leaders hurled menac-

ing threats at church leaders.’’
his is all based on a touching

faith in the potential,

actual, independence of the

police: ‘‘Commander McNee is
ri

'?(ht to say the police should not
take political positions but
wrong to say they donot.’’

The second aspect of their

reaction to the events was to

attack those who had tried to

confront the fascists physically.
The same Morning Star counter-
posed ‘‘rituai confrontations
and street fights between police
and handfulis of protestors’’ to

their idea of the ‘‘broad democ-

ratic alliance’’.

~ Which of these stopped the

fascists from marching down
Lewisham High Street? Skirting
the question, the MS later in the
week carried this comment on
the Ladywood demonstration,

- from local CPer Mike Power,

whose home had been attacked
“The SWHP’s

damaging the struggle against
racism’’. And he practically

blamed the SWP for his home

being attacked by fascists: ‘‘The
ultra-left provocation is creating
a situation in which we will not
be able to work politically ... |
am now engaged in self-defence
work against hooliganism.”’
What do thesé papers have to

causing injuries to

if not

of course

London in racist attacks.

- The staple activity of the fasc-
ists is still the biick through the
window and the beating-up in

the street. Alréeady, however,
the knife and the fire-bomb are
among their weapons: and they
will be used more and more un-
less we can mount such a show
of anti-fascist force as will send
them scurrying back to their
sewers for good.
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say to blacks under double

attack from the fascists and the
police? - ‘

. None of the three deny that
the police and blacks don’t get
on. Labour Waeekly blatantly
supports the police in their

‘‘attempts to curtail street crime

by any ‘means necessary’’,
coming out. with a line on

"mugging” that wouldn’t ook

out of place on a Front leaflet.
But, they think, the police could
improve their relations with
blacks if it banned the Front.

Tribune says ‘‘it is for Mr.
Rees to insist that the police
change their attitude to the
immigrant community’’,

- The young bIack women

living in Deptford who were
interviewed in the Morning Star

on Saturday 20th had little to .
say for the paper’s pet solution.

Having been subjected to many
racist attacks, they were det-
ermined to fight back. We leave
the Morning Star to condemn

itgself in its attempts to ride two

horses: ‘‘They did not originally
intend to demonstrate against
the National Front last Saturday
but in the end nearly all of them
joined the rally on Clifton Rise.’’

‘“They were amazed to see $O
- many white people demonstrat-

ing against the Front in their

local streets. They had feared :
there would be more Front

members than anti-fascists on
the streets, and were relieved to
find it was the ..other way-
round’’ — no thanks to the Star,
(and what of its
description of the ‘‘handfulls of
protestors’’ at Clifton Rise in
the report that Monday?).

- The interview went on ‘‘One
of them said bitterly 'If they
come back, they won’t go away
in peace but in pieces’'"” —
hardly the sentiments of .the
"broad democratic alliance” 8o
beloved of the CP... Surely this
is nearer to "ultra left provo-
cation”!? . |
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'THE discussion In WORKERS ACTION on the benefits or

~ otherwise of nuclear energy is to be welcomed. A serlous dis-
cussion of this. issue on the British left is long overdue, not
only as an interpretation of the anti-nuclear power movements
" in other countries [eg France, Australia, W.Germany], but

For instance, it was rev-
caled last week at the in-

quiry into the expansion of
the Windscale reactor that

the army would be moved In

© torun it in case of a strike —
and the reaction to this plan

was minimal compared to
what-would have been said in

response to such a revelation

“about any other industry.

Unfortunately, many of

the points made by Neal

Smith in his discussion

 article are either wrong or
~ misleading. |

His argument is summed

- up in this sentence: ‘‘The

danger of all-out opposition
to nuclear power is that,
whatever our intentions, we
line up with mystics and
reactionaries.’’

Yes, there is such a

. danger. The position taken

by much of the European far
left on nuclear power is in-

distinguishable from that of

the ’ecology’ movement

‘whose ideology favours in-
dividualised production that

would take humanity back

hundreds if not thousands of

years. = S
But surely Marxists are

capable of taking an "anti”

position which is different

‘and independent from such a

backward-looking view! o
O

Marxists-favour new tech-
nology which benefits soc-
iety. If it saves work, we

- demand that what remains 1s
~ _shared out and hours cut. If

it is unsafe, we demand

“that workers determine and
control standards and safe-

guards.

| supporters’ groups
| Basingstoke, Birmingham, Bristol, ‘

- Cardiff Chester, Coventry,
Edinburgh, Huadersfield, Leicester,
Liverpool, London, Manchester
Middlesbrough, Newcastle, Newtown,

~ also because it is highly relevant here.
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replies to
NEAL SMITH

On

- Nuclear Energy

But if we belie\?e .a partic-
ular form of technology 1s
intrinsically unsafe, then we

‘would be perfectly correct to

oppose its use totally.
Socialists are not indiffer-

ent to the question of energy

resources. Nor do we dispute
that the chief present fuels
— coal, oil and gas — are
limited and irreplaceable.
(They can also be far more

~ valuably employed for other

purposes, eg In medical

technology.) Alternative
long term energy resources
must be developed, and they

must be adequate to fuel an
~ expanding and progressive

technology. .
However, Comrade Smith

is wrong on two counts when

he says that ‘‘nuclear power
is the only viable alternative’

Firstly, assuming that by
»nuclear power” Cde. Smith
means power obtained by
nuclear fission (as is the case
with all reactors at present)

then this cannot be a long-

term solution, since the
world’s known supply of

.
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Northampton, Nottingham, . l

Rochdale, Sheffield, Stoke

Write for details of meetings & activities to: |
|  WASG, 48 Carnac Street, London SE27
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" material,

uranium will run out in about
40 years if it is used at the

present rate.
Secondly, there are other
viable sources of energy.
While Cde. Smith argues
that such alternatives as

~ wind, sun and the tides are
- usually the province of ‘eco-
freaks’, this, should not

prevent us from taking a
serious look at them. (And
Cde. Smith admits that a lot

of big money is. going Into
- doing just that.)

- Fusion

: Hamessing the winds and

the tides is unlikely to ever

produce more energy than
that needed for individual
homes, so at most they could
only become subsidiary
energy sources. But the
radiation reaching the earth
from the sun is about 50,000

times greater than man’'s |
“current rate. of energy

consumption. Covering
substantial desert regions
with solar batteries would

provide humanity with suff-

icient electricity for as long

~as it can survive ‘on the

planet,

and do so very
cheaply. |

Another possible source of

energy is nuclear fusion (the
same process which provides
energy in the sun) which is
completely different from the
nuclear fission used at
present. The basic material
of this is not uranium but a
particular form of hydrogen.

Pound for pound of basic
nuclear fusion
produces five times as much
energy as nuclear fission,
and there are some 35 billion

tons of the basic material in

the earth’s oceans. This is

~ enough to supply ample

energy for the foreseeable
future, and would not reduce

the oceans significantly as

the type of hydrogen used
accounts for only one part in
6000. |

Nuclear fusion does not
have many - of the dis-

advantages of fission; since

no radioactivity is released,

and any malfunction simply -

leads the reaction to collapse

and go out, whereas the

fission reaction can go out of
control and explode. =~
A big expansion ncw of the
present nuclear fission
programme will mean that
the necessary resources will

not be put into developing

these other energy sources.

Neal Smith says that .

nuclear power is less hazard-

ous than fossil fuels (coal,

gas, oil), but he produces
little serious evidence to

back this up. For instance,
he says that coal mining is
far more hazardous than

Uranium mining. This 1is
perfectly - trué, but it is a

~ completely worthless com-
* parison, since to the best of
my knowledge no-one has .

ever <claimed otherwisel
Uranium mining is safer for
physical reasons (it’s easier
to get at), and the uranium
itself is relatively harmless
until it has gone through the
refining process, after which

‘it is made suitable for the

nuclear reactors — and also
becomes radioactive.

As Ray Saunders points
out (WA66), Cde. Smith’s
other comments on safety do
not relate to future possibil-
ities in terms of catastrophes
nor does he look seriously at
the present dangers.

" Smith’s

do not relate to the real

dangers of radioactivity since
this is a long term hazard for -

humanity as a whole rather
than a matter of statistically
comparable instant deaths.

We do know, for instance,
that in the same period that
the use of nuclear power has

- grown rapidly the incidence
of leukaemia in the general

public has doubled. Radiat-

~ jon is continuaily seeping
.into the soil and water, W0

comparisons
with rate of death through
sniake bites and car crashes -

be eventually taken in by

 humans. All the long term
effects of radioactivity are

not yet known, but there is

no doubt as to its effects in o

causing cancer and genetic
damage. | o
Possible -future dangers

cannot be ignored, evenif we
" leave out the minor but real
possibility of a reactor

- exploding (in fact at leastone

such explosion has happened

- so far.) | o
For instance, a ‘nuclear
reactor has a life of about 20 -

years, and then becomes a

' ruin which has to be- dispos+
ed of. In West Germany,
where the nuclear power

industry is second only to

_ that in the USA, even the
courts are = demanding

"catastrophe plans” and

protection agamst -reactors -
- releasing -

bursting  and
radiation.

Glib

- As Comrade Smith says

himself, the big problem is

waste disposal. But he is far

too quick to say the problem

is about to be solved, simply

" on the basis of the 'blocks of
method — which -~
even those developing it -

glass’

don’t believe is a satisfactory
solution., |

The fact is that the dis-
posal problem is far from

solved. In West Germany,
 for instance, one of the state

governments has stopped all
progiess on fission reactors

because the present method
of waste disposal is In-

adequate.
Some
have to be sealed away for
millions of years, in which
time unforseeable geological

‘changes could render the

safest container vulnerable.

The problems involved are

much greater, than Cde.
Smith rather glibly pretends,
and a serious analysis 1is
necessary to decide whether

nuclear fission can be safely

used at all as an energy

Such an analysis cannot be
~ avoided by simply denounc-
ing all opponents or sceptics
as "demagogues” and "eco-

freaks”. o

materials “would |
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~‘Mini-Grunwick

“strike wins

A FIGHT for union recognition
has been. won by 32 Asian wo-
men at the Forward Trading
Company, a small textile firm
in Coventry. R

Last November, some of the

| workers joined the TGWU.

The managing director, Mr
Surinder Singh, refused  point
blank to recognise the union.

On July 15th he made six
workers redundant on grounds

of shortage of orders. Four of
these workers were active un-
ion members, and one -a shop

steward. They claimed that the
real reason for the sackings was

‘an attempt to smash the union.
 The women struck a week
fater. Mr Singh issued a threat
‘to the workers that unless they

returned immediately and un-

‘conditionally, he would move

production to other premises.
This Mr Singh was actually a

Iong-stanc_ltn%,,member. of the
Pa

Communist Party! Even now,
the CP-has merely ‘asked him to
leave’, and politely accepted his

‘resignation, instead of booting

him.out in disgrace. -

What were the conditions
under which this ‘Communist’
expected his workforce to exist?

Mr Singh kept no accurate

o /VNNIFESTO
FRNATIONAL

COMMUNST
-AGUE

record of hours worked. A lot of
overtime was worked, but pay-
slips bear no information other
than gross and net pay. Mr
Singh regards any complaints
about pay or conditions as
‘rudeness’. The average wage
for a 40-hour week is between

- £15 and £18, sometimes even
‘lower, as in the case of one

woman who received £8 for a
full week’s work.

There was no hot water iIn
the lavatory, nor any toilet
rolls. In the morning the work-
ers only had a 15-minute break;
at midday only half a hour, and
no time"&t all in the afternoon.
They had to sit at their machines

“t¢ eat their hurried lunch,- as

there was no canteen or rest
room. Mr Singh only allowed
one week’s holiday in the
summer and two days at
Christmas. ‘

The demands of the strikers
were at follows: — -

1. The reinstatement of all
sacked workers; -

2. An accurate record to be
kept of hours worked; ~

3, Standard trade union
rights, and full negotiating
rights; -

4. Proper holidays.

Of The
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Workers on the 11th July Grunwicks mass picket. 32 Asian women
workers at a Coventry factory have won union recognition in a small-
scale repeat of the Grunwicks dispute.

in a press statement, Mr
Singh said: “‘i do not think there
has been any exploitation in our
place. | would not say they have
ot the same conditions as Rolis
oyce or GEC, but it is a small
firm and | do not think. they
would expect it. These women
are:not able,to work in English

 factories as they are not trained
"and most of them speak little

or no English. They should be
really grateful to those who

created the jobs’’. This ‘phil-
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anthropist’ owns a £20,000
home. - ‘

Mr Singh has now agreed to
recognise and negotiate with the
union, the workers have re-
turned, and a Wages Council in-
spector is to visit the factory.
But Mr Singh’s pride and wailet
have taken such a blow that he

- still talks about moving to small-

er premises, maybe even
outside Coventry, and sacking
some or ail of the workers.

STILL AT RISK

JACK GATSKY, ex-shop stew-

“ard and leader of a recent 16-

week long strike of mainten-
ance engineers at Heathrow,
has been reinstated in his job.

- He was suspended and then

sacked after his remarks to the
press calling for a.
enquiry into safety standards

at Heathrow. For daring even
‘to imply that safety standards

might not be everything they
should be, Gatsky lost his job.
lan Morris, a felilow shop stew-
ard, is still suspended for be-
ing outspoken enough to supp-

ort Gatsky. .

2 000 maintenance engineers
voted by two-to-one at a mass

' meeting on August 16th for
all-out strike action for Gatsky’s .

Small ads are free for labour move-
ment events. Paid ads (including ads
for publications) 8p per word, £5 per
column inch — payment in advance.
Send copy to Events, 49 Carnac St,
London SE27, to arrive by Friday for
inclusion in the following week’s
paper. -

WEDNESDAY 31 AUGUST. Grunwick

strike support meeting, with speakers
from strike committee. 7.30pm at the
International Community  Centre,
Mansfield Rd, Nottingham. Sponsored
by Nottingham Trades Council.

SATURDAY 3 SEPTEMBER. Meeting
for rank-and-file militants in the
Co-Op, called by Co-Op Workers’

public

reinstatement — which, as they’
saw it, was also ‘‘to safeguard
their own interests’’. |
But Gatsky backed down and
apologised to British Airways,
‘I am not a licensed engineer
and therefore not called upon to
make decisions on matters of

safety standards’’. Gatsky is-
now permanently transferred
from shift work to day work,:

which ‘automatically loses him
his stewardship.

" The danger now is that the
airline’s heavy-handed treat-

‘ment will be the prelude to isol-
_ating Morris, who is standing

for president in the coming
AUEW elections, and who was
also among the leaders of the
strike earlier this year.

LINDA COLLINS

| T

Liaison _Committee: in Manchester.
12 noon at New Cross Labour Club,

Mill St, Ancoats, Manchester. Further

details from Mike Reppion at 122

Stamford Street, Old Trafford, Man-

chester 16.

SUNDAY 4 SEPTEMBER. Internat-

ional-communist League public meet-
ing on "The Transitional Programme

and Trotskyism Today". Speaker: -

lan Macaulay. 8pm at the ‘Roebuck’,

108a Tottenham Court Rd (Warren St

underground).
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Timken
strike

rnsup
against

¥

2,000 workers have returned to
work after eight days on strike
at British Timken, Northamp-
ton, the country’s biggest pro-
ducer of tapered roller bearings.

It was the first major dispute
at the plant for 16 years. If
successful, it would have given
a major boost to union organis-
ation in Northampton, tradit-

“jonally a badly-organised and

low-paid area, as well as chall-
enging the  Government’s
10% guidelines. |

The workforce had decided to

forego their Phase 2 increase
~and demand 17% to make up

their drop in living standards.
They struck on Wednesday
10th August, after turning down
a 10% offer from management:
5% Phase 2, 3% +productivity,
and 2% consolidation.

The strike was solid despite
large-scale non-unionigm in the
plant, and on Friday 12th work-
ers at the Timken plant in near-

. by Daventry struck for similar

pay increases. -~
But the strikers got no help

from the AUEW district office,

notorious for a series of sell-
outs over recent years. The

strikers got support from rank-

and-file trade unionists, but be-
fore much could be done the
stewards had been persuaded
by the Department of Employ- .
ment that they could expect no
more than management offered.
At a mass meeting on Thursday
1 r?th the strikers voted to accept
this. L |
The need is more urgent than
ever to build links ‘and organis-
ation at rank and file level, in
order to turn the tide of defeat
for engineers in Northampton.

| ROSS CATLIN

MONDAY 5 SEPTEMBER. Lobby of -
the TUC Congress, called by the Liais-

~on Committee for the Defence of

Trade Unions. 11am, Winter Gardens,
Blackpool. |

MONDAY 5 SEPTEMBER. Lobby of
the TUC Congress in support of the
Grunwick strikers. 4pm.

" MONDAY 12 SEPTEMBER. Hudders-

field council of Labour week against
racism. Monday: Multi-cultural even-
ing, 8pm, Poly Great Hall. Wednes-
day: Anti-Apartheid movement meet-
ing with national and local speakers
on South Africa. 8pm at the Friendly &
Trades Club, Northumberland St.

~ Saturday: March against racism.

Assemble 2pm at Cambridge Road
Baths, - . >

SATURDAY 15 OCTOBER. Rally to -

- launch the Manifesto of the Inter-

national-Communist League: "The
Fight for Workers’ Power". From 2pm
at the Co-Op Hall, 129 Sevep Sisters
Road, London N4. -

SATURDAY 5 NOVEMBER. Work-
ing Women’s Charter day school on
women and the trade unions. '

JUST OUT: "Campaign agd;'nst Rac-

~ ism and Fascism, CARF". 12 pages,

bi-monthly, price 10p: available from
left bookshops & from Anti-Racist,
Anti-Fascist Coordinatung Committee,

| " Flat 3, 5 Huntley St, London WC1.
Published -by Workers® Action, 49

A Workers’ Action pamphlet. éOp + 7p post from 43 Carnac St, SE27 |

Carnac St, London SE27. Printed by
Azaq (TU) 21 York Way, London N1.
R'egas,tered as a newspaper at the GPO

~
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" Longbridge
~is really £13

" THE RED REVOLUTION broke
out last week when the Long-
bridge Works Committee put

the figures in its proposed wage
claim. Or so one would think

from the papers, which head-
lined the ‘€31 claim’.

In fact, the figure is lower
than many expected, at £13
- (20%) on the basic. The rest of

the £31 consists of:

M £6 that we’re already gett-
ing, to be consolidated; and
. 1 a one-off payment of two
extra months’ wages in return

for a single a ment for the
“whole of Longbridge. This is a
step towards corporate Leyland

THE THREE-WEEK dispute at
the Financial Times ended on
Monday August 22nd with a de-
feat for the workers involved,
members of the NGA.

They agreed to let the quest-
ion of money docked from their
pay packets for rostered days
off be arbitrated by ACAS,
and to give a promise of no
industrial action and no union

I meetings during work hours

while arbitration is in progress.

The disputed money for the per-

iod 2nd to 12th August will
be paid into a joint NGA chapel/
Financial
bank account, as management
" were.previously insisting.
" The dispute had implications
beyond the money involved. Be-
hind .it lay management’s att-
“empts to force the NGA to acc-
ept .‘new technology’ and the

e £

Times management

bargaining, which would under-
cut shop floor power for good. |
There will also be negotiat-

ions for a productivity buy-out

for the ADO 88 programme,
which includes new shift
arrangements.

The £13 rise falls very far
short of restoring pre-Social
Contract wage levels (estimated
as a rise of £30 before tax).

- Apart from the consolidation,

all tihe Otll"i:r' elements are tied
up in strings and thorougl
objectionable. .
By contrast, there is a good
chance that at Cowley an adequ-

resulting job loss.

~ With the rejection of the ‘Pro-
gramme for Action' on new

technology by all the unions bar
the journalists’ wunion NUJ,
management have had to try
other apprgaches. |

The Financial Times’ attitude

was speiled out in a circular sent
round to the unions in June.

‘“... We shall seek to negot- -

iate improved efficiency and re-
ductionis in manning levels of

~departments where possible on

the basis of our existing equip-
ment and of productivity agree-
ments which will yield genuine
benefit... Only by the great sav-
ings which should arise from the
introduction of new technology
can any substantial increase in
payments to staff become justif-
iable. Indeed, if our financial
situation deteriorates, we may

ate claim will be adopted. The
Assembly Plant T& G- branch
(5/293) has thrown its weight

~ behind the following demands,

and the Body Plant branch has
adopted something very similar:

An increase of £33.64
across the board, reaching a
total of £100, to regain what has

~ been lost since 1974.

A cost of living clause:
1p in the pound increase for
every 1% rise in the cost of
living. ' |

have to press for agreement on
the Development Plan even be-

. fore these problems are over-

come nationally’’. |
The NGA dispute bore ail the

“marks. of a management intent

on provoking ‘a showdown.
Using the summer months when
the FT is slim and advertising

~ revenue low, the management

dug their heelsin. |
The dispute began when the
management claimed that the
printers were taking rostered
days off without their per-

‘mission. The printers claimed

that an agreement had been
reached between the head print-
er (now dead) and the NGA +oC
whereby if there was no work to
do (because of fewer pages) the

"men did not come in but were .

still paid.

The management claimed.

 Press empire resists closed shop

 NOW IN ITS twelfth week, the
journalists’ closed shop strike at

North of .England Newspapers

in Darlington has reached stale-
mate. Supported by 2560 memb-

ers of the print unions NGA,
SLADE and NATSOPA, tae
NUJ chapel have now stopped
the Northern Echo and its sister

papers — something the 1926

General Strike failed to do. But
victory is not yet in sight.

The company,
Pearsofi Longman finance and

publishing empire which aiso -

owns the Financial Times,
are throwing all their resources
into this-fight. They are backed
by a special fund drawn from
local press managements
throughout the country specif-
ically to defeat NUJ closed shop
claims, and Pearson Longman’s
vast, resources are at their. dis-
_ posal. They have declared them-

sleves ready to close the Darl-
ington papers for good rather

than instruct one scab to join

the NUJ or leave the company.

“+ In negotiation the mahage-

‘ment have consistently refused
to discuss the closed shop at all.
They want the union to under-

=& take never to challenge their
B¢ - right.to decide what 1o publish

and what to suppress, and ‘in
return’ they have offered a syst-

‘em of wages arbitration- under

part of the

the auspices of ACAS. But

~ .they will not contemplate all-

owing the NUJ to develop its
own industrial strength.

Last week a meeting of re-

presentatives of all the NUJ

chapels in Pearson Longman’s
local newspaper chain voted for
a plan of phased escalation of
the dispute. Beginning with the
evening papers, the journalists
want to see the whole of Pears-
on Longman’s NUJ member-
ship, including the Financial
Times and enguin Books,
progressively calied out over the
next few weeks. Despite the
reluctance of some”NUJ memb-

ers to come out, this plan must
be put into action immed-
jately.

But there are signs that the

" NUJ Executive is getting cold
feet at ther thou?ht of a major

dispute. Even it they declare
themselves ‘in principle’ in
favour of escalation, they won’t

- move without the agreement of
‘Industries

the TUC Printing
Committee, which includes all
the print unions.- And they, in

their turn, are even less keen to

ut their full weight behind

lington. | .
" Pearson Longman manage-
ment have decided to turn a
local dispute into an ali-out
battle over trade union _organis-

- ening

ation — and they have thrown
all their national resources Into

that battie. An equally serious -

response from the unions could
now inflict a major defeat on
a management at present con-
fident enough to provoke a
simultaneous dispute with the
NGA at the Financial Times.
They have succeeded for years

in dividing their workforce from -

each other. But solidarity action
now could finally lay the basis
for an effective combine comm-
ittee, as well as strength-
the position of individual
chapels through the right to
form closed shops.

The Darlington strikers still
need money — and financial
support -has been falling off
over the‘holida{, period. Send
donations to NUJ
7 Victoria Road,
(phone 0325 50282). o

'JAMES RYAN
STOP PRESS: The NUJNEC, on
Tuesday 23rd August, passed a
resolution supporting ‘in princ-
iple’ the extension of the strike
to the rest of Pearson Longman.

Darlington

- But the resolution said plans for
extending the strike should be

worked out .together with the

TUC Printing Industries Comm-
ittee — and ‘the NEC already
knew quite well that the rest of .

~ the PIC was against extension!

| - Consolidation of increases
under Phases 1 and 2.
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Strike HQ,

[0 To call on the union to set
up its own cost of living index on

which the cost of living clause

should be based.

Under a corporate bargaining
system, it is doubtful whether

such a claim would get past
first post. As things still are,
it has a good chance of accept-
ance. If Cowley were to win any-
thing like this, plants like Long-
bridge would be pulled along in
its wake, if only by the parity
principle. L

It’s a clumsy system, and it
isn’t at all ideal. Far better a
united struggle of all Leyiand
plants together. But that isn’t
what corporate bargaining
would mean — it would mean
that plants like Cowley wouldn’t
get a look-in. |

For this reason we must fight

‘to stop corporate bargaining,
- rather than selling the present

position for the odd two months’
extra pay. And when other

plants like Cowley go ahead
“with & decent claim, we must
give them all the support an
solidarity theyneed. @~ .

| | Jim Denham

-

that they had no knowledge of
this situation; which had been

continuing since 1975. They re-
fused to make further
ments to the men -on the
grounds that the extra time off
was. not covered by any com-
pany-recognised agreement.
When an internal settlement

failed, the Appeals Committee

was set up, with representat-
ives from the management and
the union, and Sidney Kessler,
Senior Lecturer in industrial

' Relations at City University, as

‘independent’ arbitrator. The
Appeals Committee reported
that until an agreement could be
reached, the disputed . money
should be deposited in a joint
account in the names of the
NGA Chapel and the FT man-
agement. ‘ -

The NGA Chapel _r'efuis,ed to-

recognise this decision as bind-
ing, and were- backed by the
NGA national council; which
also decided to back their mem-
bers’ understanding of what
constituted the ‘status quo’.
The main dispute then centr-
ed  around the period between

August 2nd "and August 12th.

The NGA said that ‘status quo’
meant the men should be paid.

The management said the mon-

ey for that period had to go into
the joint NGA/FT fund. |

Incensed by the attitude of |

the union, the management last
week decided to escalate the
dispute. As well as locking out
232 NGA members at the St
Clement Press (the newspaper’s
subsidiary printing company),

they also served a week’s pro-
‘tective notice on 300 other work-

ers, members of SOGAT, NAT-
SOPA, SLADE, AUEW, and
EEPTU (not . on any memb-
ers of the NUJ).

NATSOPA's response to the
lay-offs at St Clement Press
was to instruct its members at
the FT to cross the picket line,
. The NGA said that
they didn’t need to ask for supp-

ot from other unions because
they werastrong enoughtogoit

alone. The defeat shows the

blindness of that approach. And.
the defeat could be a defeat for

all print unions in the fight
to save jobs. - |
| . CLARE RUSSELL

pay- -

‘have now neatly
~ having to pay out 80% lay-
off pay to the rest of the

- 149 Carnac st,

strike .

" WORKERS at Leyland’s two

Jaguar plants in Coventry
have struck for a £20 a week -
wage claim, in defiance of.
management’s attempt to
impose on them a Phase 2
rise of 5%. |
The decision to strike
was taken by section meet-.
ings in the plants a: Browns
Lane and Radford. They
have yet to receive the supp-
ort of the toolmakers. Their
action was provoked by man-
agement’s statement that.
they were going to impose
immediately the S% increase
(backdated to April 1st) on
workers regardless — thus
unilaterally putting thie work-

‘ers on the wrong side of the

12-month rule with their
£20 claim. |
The workers had refused

to settle under Phase 2,

putting off the negotiat-
ions until August. By then, _
as a result of the Desoutter
strike in North London for
union _recognition and the
Lucas toolmakers’  strike,
many of the Jaguar workers
had been laid off on 80%
lay-off pay.- Management
| avoided

workforce that would short-
ly have to be laid off. - - -

The workers had hoped
that if they were laid off on
80% pay they could delay
making a decision on action
over their claim for £20 a

week and staff conditions

until the TUC Congress in
September and its decision

‘on the size of claims and on

the 12-month rule. T

Management at Jaguars
‘has used the Government’s
pay guidelines as a conven-
ient prefext for provoking °
a strike — unfortunately
before the Jaguar workers

. have gained the necessary

preparation, organisation,
and militancy for a real con-

frontation with the employ-

ers and the Government over
their £20 claim. But now the

- fight has started, the Jaguar

-strikers need the support of
all other workers. -
LINDA COLLINS
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